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Two cups of coffes were just about all that
were keeping Phil Mercer's eyes open, and he
was on his way to the kitchen for a third when
Sonny rang the doorbell

Sonny was m 8 hurry. He didn't want (o be
late for today's County Lake boat races where
he'd be racing his 55T 60 boat. This would be
the fifth UPC race Pril attended with him in
the [ast two months

Sonmy had been anound raceg &l fus hie
Hrs dad built and raced outboards, puting

Sonny m hus first race &t age 13. Last week
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he finished second m a race, his best showng
r the su races Ned competed in Uhes year
Phul and Sonmy had known each other all
of their lives. Ten years ago, Sonny began
developng & chan of suocesshul submanng
sanchnCh restaurants. A reganous person
he conducted conversation like he did busness
all over the place
Phil was a bank president wha aspined to
couch patatodom untd Sonny comvnced hem
to go to & race five weekends ago. Being part
of these APBA races intngued Phil

Two of the weekends, Phif's wife and children
came along for the two day event. Sonny's
family usually wertt to his races. “They love &)
he told Phil that first weekend. “Td never be
able to race if my family chdn't ke & oo

Prul ensoved visiting with the people at
the races, especially those who raced. He
ke the camaradene that exsted among
competitars. And thrved an the sense of
acheevement that he got from helpng Phil
prepare the Doat, then test it and imally
walch hem race

in fact, he had begun to mull over the possi-
bility of trying it hemseff. But how? As lar a5
he knew, the book "How to Start Boat Racing
from Scratch” didn't exist. S0, he began
85KING QUeSLIONS

"Sonny, do wou think | could race 8 boat?”

“Sure”

"Well, how would | start? | mean, [ve never
done anything Bce that”

Guy, youre already half way there. See, the
first thing you needed o 0o was oecKe
if boat racing held amthing for you, and the

only way to do that 1s to go to a few races
and hang out. You ve done that.

Phil nodded, but he wasn't completely
satishied with that answer. As Sonny pulled
his bax van and boat into the pit area, Phil
tried & different tack.

“Yeah, Dut watching a race doesn't get me a
boat, and it doesnt teach me now [0 hande it
in raoing traffic.

"Look around, and tell me what you See.

acanning the pit area, Phil studeed the boat
and traer ngs and uniDrmed Crews. He Saw

people readying their boats for the race. The
drivers ranged in age from 20 to about 40
These drivers, owners, crews and family
members represented all kinds of businesses
Some were even business pwners. In the
iast bwo months, he had gotten to kmnow most
of them

“Theyre lie us;” Phil mumbled as he
watched Sonny climb into his boat and head
out oo the race course fior a test (20, Then
he turmed to Sonny's spansor, “Eh, Iy, tell me

something. Why do you sponsor Sonnys boat™™

"Wedl, for nat much maney, | can get the
handware Stare’s name in front of my mearket
've had mcredible resuits

‘Alsn, the boat 15 3 great advertsing
medum. In terms of advertising impact, its
ot & cluttered sport ke stock car racing, for
mstance. My company logo &5 always wsible
It doesn't have to compete with an abundance

Best of all, when Sonny goes on the road,
his Doat becomes a mowng billboard because
he tows i on a traser, not m @ trailer. The

boat’s attractive. People notice i, and it
gees my name a great desl of prestige. Boat
racing has a mystaque. Its exotc. It's high tech”

Sonny's heat was begnning and everyone
scattered to grab a seat with a good view of
the course

About 15 mimutes (ater, Samy retumed
sporting a huge gnn. "Hey, Inv? Second place
mant Where's Phil?"

‘He 5aid something about making the waner
an offer he couldn't refuse.
(See other side for details.)



